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Use a washing up bowl or sink and “fish”
for items. Put different things in the bowl.
If you do not have a net available a sieve
could be used.

This game helps develop an understanding
of the names of things.

Ask the child to “fish” for various things
e.g. “Get the spoon.”

If the child is ready (usually around 2 %),
this game can also help to learn colours

— put bricks into the water and ask for
“The red brick.”

Try giving the child two items to collect
in the order you said.

This is also a good game for playing in the
bath or in the paddling pool. Use bathtime
toys such as ducks and boats.

Items to go into a “shop,” a bag to put them
in, and maybe some real or pretend money to
make it more fun.

Put the items out in the “shop.” (The shop
could be a sofa or a table, or just on the floor.)

Talk about what the items are as you put
them out. Then say “We need to buy...”
and encourage the child to collect items

you ask for.

Praise the child when they find the right
one, “Yes, here’s the pen, we needed a pen.”
(Repeating the words, will help the child to
know they have got it right).

Make it fun — you could use real food such
as raisins or apples.

Start off with one item. If they are enjoying
it and find it easy, ask for two. Help by
saying the sentence a couple of times,

“We need a teddy and a ball.”

Encourage the child to collect the items in
the order that you asked for them. This helps
to develop their memory for words which is
vital for following longer instructions.




