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Building sentences

BRAVE BRAVE
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Jigsaws and inset puzzles

WHAT YOU
NEED

HOW TO
PLAY

Simple jigsaws or puzzles that have lift out
pieces to fit a certain shape hole giving you
a shared focus.

Sit on the floor together and take it in turns
to put pieces in one at a time. Talk about
what the child is doing “You've got the cat.”
“Where does it go?” “Turn it around.”

‘When the child says something about what
they are doing, praise and encourage them
e.g. Them: “Dog.” You: “Yes, you've got the
dog. It’s a nice dog.”

Help build up their sentences by adding
one more word e.g. Them: “Car.” You:
Yes, it’s a fast car.”

Remember at this stage, it is the child’s
attempts to use words and sentences that is
important, not how clear those words are.
This can come later.

Buila mng sentences

WHY

HOW

EVERYDAY
ACTIVITIES

Being able to put words together is a big
step in children’s ability to communicate.
It means that they can get their message
across more easily. It also let them
communicate their wants and needs.

If your child is using one word, you can help
by adding another word into the sentence that
they use. So, if they see a bus and say “Bus,”
you can say “Yes. Big bus.” Or if they say
“Big bus,” you can say, “Yes. Big blue bus.”

Meal times — offer a choice of food or more
of something. “You want more banana or
more milk?”

Playing with toys — encourage them to say
what they are doing, e.g. “Wash teddy,” and
“Teddy eating.”

Sharing books — use pictures to ask child to
identify what is happening, “What is that?”
“What is that rabbit doing?”

Out and about — encourage the child

to choose their favourite activity on the
playground, “Big slide” and what they are
doing, “Slide down.”




